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Clayton Community Big Band 
Presents “Crossing Over” in Spivey Hall, April 28
by Lauren Graves, University Relations

The Clayton Community Big Band

under the direction of Stacey Houghton

presents “Crossing Over,” big band ver-

sions of popular tunes, on Monday, Apr.

28 at 7:30 p.m. in Spivey Hall on the

Clayton State main campus in Morrow.

The event is free and open to the public.

“In order to make the modern big band

more accessible to a wider audience,

bandleaders and writers have occasion-

ally worked with popular melodies out-

side of the swing tradition, converting

them to a jazz format,” explains

Houghton. “Our program includes jazz

arrangements of non-jazz melodies

from the books of such bandleaders as

Buddy Rich, Terry Gibbs, and Gordon

Goodwin in addition to its usual lineup

of standard swing.”

Performing in “Crossing Over” are the

following musicians: Sorrell Carr

(Jonesboro), Marcus Outler (Morrow),

Michael Terry (Meansville), James

Riley (Peachtree City), and Tara

Adcock (Fayetteville) on saxophone;

Michael Wheeler (Forest Park), Anthony

G. Bailey (Decatur), Mark Lewis

(Stockbridge) and Daniel Sims (Morrow)

on trumpet; Doug Murray (Jonesboro),

Mark Gladfelter (Ellenwood), Amy

Castillo (Jackson) and Enrique Mercado

(Lake City) on trombone; Stephanie

Butler (Atlanta) on piano; Tony Terrell

(Lake City) on bass; Courtney Tatum

(Lovejoy) and Daniel Watts

(McDonough) on drums; and Chris Odom

(Lovejoy), Marc Agenor (Morrow) and

Caleb Halstead (McDonough) on guitar. 

The Big Band also presents vocalist K.J.

McKinnie on two numbers that were orig-

inally arranged for the likes of Sarah

Vaughan and Diane Schuur.

The Clayton Community Big Band is

comprised of Clayton State music stu-

dents and talented musicians in the local

community. The Apr. 28 Big Band per-

formance is presented by the Clayton

State University Department of Music.

For more information, contact

HOUGHTONES@aol.com. 

“
In order to make the mod-

ern big band more accessi-

ble to a wider audience,

bandleaders and writers have

occasionally worked with popular

melodies outside of the swing

tradition, converting them to a

jazz format.”

- Stacey Houghton

Place: Spivey Hall

Date: April 28, 2008

Time: 7:30 p.m.

Cost: FREE!
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that I especially like is that there are par-

ticipants of all ages and backgrounds in

the program. Another is the collegiality

that the program strives to foster among,

not just the participants, but between the

students and the faculty as well.  

“I can’t say enough about how interesting,

as well as enlightening, the courses have

been.”

The Jameses have two daughters. Erin is

currently doing a Master's in Library

Science through Florida State University

and Lana is a senior at Kennesaw State

University getting a degree in Spanish and

ESOL education. Unlike most of the rest

Clayton State Chapter of 
Golden Key International Honour Society Inducts 30

Clayton State University recently induct-

ed 30 students to its chapter of the Golden

Key International Honour Society on the

occasion of the official chartering of the

Clayton State chapter. Also inducted at the

ceremony were four honorary members,

including Clayton State President Dr.

Thomas K. Harden.

Golden Key was founded in 1977 by a

group of undergraduate students at

Georgia State University. Since its incep-

tion, Golden Key has been established as

a positive force in higher education.

Membership to this academic achieve-

ment organization is granted by invitation

only and requires the achievement and

maintenance of high academic standards.

Golden Key is not only an academic

achievement organization, but is also

involved in community and university

service, thus providing many opportuni-

ties for the members to gain valuable

experience.  

Golden Key also awards its members

more than $400,000 annually through

numerous scholarship and award pro-

grams. Members are connected to exclu-

sive career opportunities and assistance

through Golden Key's partnerships with

major corporations and graduate pro-

grams. The Society provides campus and

community service opportunities enabling

personal growth and leadership develop-

ment as well as collaborating with univer-

sity faculty and administrators to develop

and maintain high standards of education.  

The Clayton State chapter was established

in the fall of 2006 and was originally rec-

ognized as a “benefits only” chapter. On

Feb. 17, the Clayton State chapter was

officially chartered and recognized as the

358th Golden Key Chapter world-wide.

Invitation to join Golden Key is only

extended to the top 15 percent of the

sophomore, junior and senior classes at

Clayton State.  

Currently the Clayton State University

chapter has 86 members, 30 of whom

were recently inducted. Golden Key also

awards honorary member status to indi-

viduals who contribute to the local chap-

ter and/or community. In addition to

Harden, the Clayton State chapter also

inducted honorary members Dr. Matthew

Parrott and Jeff Jacobs -- co-advisors to

the Clayton State chapter – and Vice

President of Student Affairs Dr. Brian

Haynes.

The following Clayton State students

were inducted into Golden Key… 

Iris Abernathy (Forest Park), Melka

Argaw (Clarkston), Yolanda Barrow

(Rex), Loretta Boyd (Fayetteville), Debra

Burt (McDonough), Tiffani Davis

(Riverdale), Thuy Dinh (Stockbridge),

Kisha Foster (Covington), Monique

Francois (Jonesboro), Dean Gilewicz

(Atlanta), Alan Gordy (Conyers), Debra

Grigsby (Rex), Leland Haraszti

(Jonesboro), Diana  Harris (Stockbridge),

Sabrina Horne (Riverdale), Gay Iglesias

(Riverdale), Caroline Jones, Kanita Key

(Lithonia), Julie Kornder (Forest Park),

Hazel Manatsa (College Park), Suzzette

Moore (Lithonia), Jewels Morgan

(Snellville), Lauren Ogden (Stockbridge),

Anne Ogrosky (Stockbridge), Helena

Peace (Stone Mountain), Katie  Peppers

(Sharpsburg), Hina Rehmani

(Ellenwood), Tasha-Gaye Samuels

(Atlanta), Felicia Shy (Decatur), John

Toliver (Decatur). 

of the family, their white Bichon Frise,

Maggie, isn’t in school at the present.

“Words can never express how honored I

feel to have been chosen as the recipient

of the first Clayton State Retiree's

Scholarship. The retirees have been so

supportive and kind in so many ways, as

has the administration,” she says. “The

boost to my confidence from this honor is

immeasurable; it has been a constant

reminder that we can all reach the goal of

being a `lifelong learner.’

“I simply cannot say enough good things

about every aspect of my experience at

Clayton State.”

And there are many in the Clayton State

Retirees Association, and the Clayton State

College of Professional Studies, who

would say good things about James. 

Scholarship, cont’d from p. 13
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New Biology Professor a Top 
Researcher on Chimpanzee Communications
by Erin Fender, University Relations

Dr. Jared Taglialatela, a research asso-

ciate at the Yerkes National Primate

Research Center and new assistant pro-

fessor of Biology at Clayton State

University, was a lead researcher on a

study involving the use of positron

emission tomography (PET) to monitor

the brain activity of chimpanzees dur-

ing communicative behavior with

results indicating a close relationship to

humans. 

“One of the major findings of this

study indicates the region of the chim-

panzee brain that anatomically corre-

sponds to the human Broca’a area is

involved in the production of commu-

nicative signals, specifically, manual

gestures and vocalizations,” explains

Taglialatela. “As far as we know, no

other study has implicated the homolog

to Broca’s area in communicative func-

tions in apes.”

Taglialatela, who has worked with

chimpanzees and bonobos for 10 years,

expressed the rewarding aspect to this

research is learning about the commu-

nicative and cognitive competencies of

their ape subjects. 

The researchers spend a great deal of

time building relationships with the

chimpanzees creating a system of trust

and respect, he says.

“This not only allows us to humanely and

non-invasively conduct our research, but

ensures that we acquire the highest quali-

ty data,” notes Taglialatela. “The work is

challenging given the time, effort, and

patience it takes to accomplish this level

of trust and respect with our subjects, as

well as due to the logistics associated with

the technology itself.”

The study suggests that chimpanzee com-

munication is more complex than previ-

ously thought and involves brain areas

that are similar to those used by humans.

“Specifically, one interpretation of our

results is that chimpanzees have, in

essence, a “language-ready” brain. By

this, we are suggesting that our results

imply that apes are born with and use the

brain areas identified in our paper when

producing signals that are part of their com-

municative repertoire,” says Taglialatela. 

This study was partially presented at the

“Mind of the Chimpanzee” conference in

Chicago in March 2007. Most recently the

study, co-authored by Taglialatela, was

published in the journal “Current

Biology” in March 2008. 

Taglialatela organized a workshop on

ape communication that was held on

Mar. 11, 2008 at the Seventh Evolution

of Language Conference held in

Barcelona. He also provided introduc-

tory remarks at the workshop. 

He will begin teaching courses at

Clayton State in the fall 2008 semester. 

“I hope to actively involve undergrad-

uates in my research program looking

at ape cognitive and communicative

behavior, and the neurocorrelates of

these competencies.  Through class-

room teaching, mentored research

instruction, and participation in high

impact research, I hope to complement

the department's existing strengths and

offer undergraduates unique opportuni-

ties for learning,” says Taglialatela.

“My wife, Lauren, is an assistant pro-

fessor of Psychology at Kennesaw

State University. She and I have, and

continue to, collaborate on a number of

projects, although she was not directly

involved in this study.”

He and his wife live in Atlanta with

their two dogs, Floyd and George, and

three cats, Jake, Walter, and Natalie. 

outstanding faculty member so as to better

prepare his readers for the tenure and pro-

motion process. 

“I commented on what universities are

looking for when they evaluate faculty

members. Finally, I commented on the

post-tenure review process,” he says.

Wheeler’s reviews were published in the

latest edition of the NACWPI Journal,

spring 2008. He reviewed “Materials-A

Percussion Quartet;” a piece for solo per-

cussion entitled “Canned Heat” which

was the first place winner for Multi-per-

cussion Solo in the 2002 Percussive Arts

Society Composition Contest; and “Three

Concert Pieces for Solo Marimba” by

Alice Gomez.  

Wheeler explains that “Materials-A

Percussion Quartet” is in four move-

ments. The first movement is for “wood”

instruments (xylophone, woodblocks,

claves, and marimba.) The second move-

ment is for “metal” instruments such as

the vibraphone, gong, chimes, and sus-

pended cymbal. The third movement is

for the “drums” including snare drum,

tom toms, timpani, and bass drum. The

last movement is entitled “The Works”

and includes some of the instruments

(metal, wood, and drums) from the other

three movements.  

Wheeler, cont’d. from p. 7
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Marcia Garrison Taylor, CEO of Bennett 
International Group, to Speak at April Women’s Forum

The Wednesday, Apr. 16 luncheon meet-

ing of the Clayton State University

Women’s Forum will feature Marcia

Garrison Taylor, CEO of Bennett

International Group, as the keynote speaker.

The luncheon, which is open to the public,

will be held from noon to 1:30 p.m. in

room 101 of the Harry S. Downs Center. 

Taylor is president and chief executive

officer of Bennett International Group, a

company she acquired with her late hus-

band G.D. Garrison in 1974. For more

than 30 years she has overseen the compa-

ny’s strategic growth into an international

transportation and logistics industry

leader with six primary business lines.

Taylor has developed Bennett and its

related entities into a multi-faceted system

of innovative transportation related com-

panies involved in such diverse modalities

as drive away, manufactured housing,

heavy-haul freight, logistics, warehous-

ing, port services, international freight

forwarding and transportation related

insurance. 

In addition to her work at Bennett, Taylor

also serves on the Executive Board of the

Georgia Motor Trucking Association and

has received numerous recognitions for

her professional and civic accomplish-

ments, including Entrepreneur of the Year

(Venture Magazine) and industry of the

Year (Henry County Chamber of

Commerce). Bennett was most recently

named the #1 Woman-Owned Business on

the Top 25 Woman-Owned Business List

of the Atlanta Business Chronicle.

The cost of the luncheon in $12. Please

R.S.V.P. to Terri Taylor-Hamrick at (678)

466-4475 or territaylor-hamrick@clay-

ton.edu. The Women’s Forum always wel-

comes walk-ups, but may only be able to

accommodate those without reservations

on a space available basis given the

advance guarantee and seats available

upon arrival.  

Gordon Baker Named Chair-Elect of RACL
by Shavaun Brewer, University Relations

Clayton State University Director of

Libraries Dr. Gordon Baker is the new

chair-elect of the Regents Academic

Committee on Libraries (RACL).

RACL is an academic advisory commit-

tee established by the Academic Affairs

division of the University System of

Georgia (USG). The membership consists

of one voting member from each USG

institution, appointed by that institution’s

President. In most cases, the RACL mem-

ber is the institution's library director,

dean, or university librarian. The function

of the committee is to make reports and

recommendations concerning the

improvement of instruction, curriculum,

research, and service in matters related to

libraries, to improve resource sharing and

coordination of services between units of

the University System and to consider

any other matters requested by the Senior

Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs or

his/her representatives. 

Baker graduated from Clayton Junior

College (now Clayton State University)

in 1973 with an Associate of Arts in

Education. He completed his undergradu-

ate studies at Valdosta State University

with a Bachelor of Science in Elementary

Education and a minor in Library Science

in 1975. He received both a Master of

Science in Library Service (1978) and

Specialist of Library Service (1981) from

Clark Atlanta University. He earned his

Doctor of Education in Educational

Leadership from Nova Southeastern

University in 1997. Baker spent 29 years

serving the Clayton County School

System as a classroom teacher and media

specialist, as well as serving as coordina-

tor of Instructional Technology and

Media Services for the Henry County

School System.

When asked what are some of the most

underutilized programs that the Clayton

State library offers, Baker replied “Our

faculty and students do not take enough

advantage of the `library instruction’ that

we offer each semester. Faculty members

may register their classes for either a

generic or specific session with our librar-

ians. In addition, our librarians are top-

notch guides who can lead students to

resources for their assignments. 

“Furthermore, our students need to make

more use of our interlibrary loan, GIL

Express and GALILEO services.”

Clayton State is one of the founding uni-

versities that did the groundwork and set

the foundation for GALILEO (Georgia

Library Learning Online), the USG's

web-based electronic library. GALILEO

is a nationally-recognized research sys-

tem that allows users to access multiple

information resources, including more

than 70 databases and more than 3,000

journal and magazine titles available in

full-text. By electronically connecting the

library resources of Georgia's 34 public

colleges and universities, GALILEO has

become a powerful research and informa-

tion tool. In 1995, former Clayton State

President, Dr. Richard Skinner, led the

Baker, cont’d., p. 18
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Maritz VP to Speak
On the Blue Ocean
Business Strategy

Jim Messina, vice president of Sales and

Marketing for Maritz Corp., will be

speaking on “Understanding the Blue

Ocean Business Strategy” on Thursday,

Apr. 3 at Clayton State University.

Messina’s lecture will begin at noon in

room 416 of Clayton State’s James M.

Baker Center and is free and open to the

public.

Maritz Corp. is ranked 157th on the most

recent Forbes list of “500 Biggest Private

Companies.” Maritz offers marketing

research, travel, and performance

improvement services, which are deliv-

ered through 20 operating companies

located in the U.S., Canada, Mexico, the

United Kingdom, France, Spain,

Germany and Italy. They work with com-

panies like, Acura, Pacific Life, GM,

Honda, Hyundai, Toyota, Marriott,

Caterpillar, Bank of America, and

American Express.

“Blue Ocean Strategy is a business tech-

nique that helps businesses find new

opportunities and markets before the com-

petition does,” explains Dr. Michael

Tidwell, associate professor of

Management in the Clayton State School

of Business. “It helps discover new ways

to differentiate your business from the

competition.” 

steering committee responsible for imple-

menting GALILEO. In addition, many of

the meetings regarding the formation of

GALILEO were at Clayton State.

Baker’s favorite thing about Clayton State

is, “the community…the students, faculty,

and staff. We have very friendly and help-

ful folks on this campus, whether they

attend classes or work here!” In January

2008 I celebrated my 29th year as an

employee at Clayton State. I love it 

here!” 

Clayton State Takes Part in GA CHIP

On Mar. 1, the Clayton State University

Department of Dental Hygiene partici-

pated in a GACHIP (Georgia Child

Identification Program) sponsored by

the Grand Lodge of Masons in Georgia

and 11 separate Masonic Lodges within

the area.  

GACHIP is a joint partnership venture

to ensure the safety of children by

establishing identification kits for indi-

viduals that provide lasting documenta-

tion for the children taking part in the

program. The service is provided free

of charge to parents and/or guardians

and includes fingerprinting, dental

impressions, DNA swabbing of the

mouth and videotaping.

The Mar. 1 event was held at the

American Legion Post #258 in

Jonesboro and was chaired by Clayton

State alumnus Patrick J. “P.J.”

Maloney, Sr. (class of 1973), a former

member of the board of the Clayton

State Alumni Association who works

in corporate safety and compliance for

Atlanta Southeast Airlines. 

Dr. Ximena Zornosa of the Clayton

State Department of Dental Hygiene,

a part of the University’s College of

Professional Studies, conducted the

dental portion of the identification

process.  

“I was extremely pleased when I invit-

ed my alma mater, Clayton State, to

participate and they graciously accept-

ed,” says Maloney. “This event

processed 95 children into this pro-

gram which we hope we never have to

use.” 

Don’t miss the Alice Smith Faculty/Staff Awards!

Spivey Hall  |  April 30  |  2 p.m. to 4 p.m.

See this year’s nominees on pg 3 of this issue

Baker, cont’d. from p. 17
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Clayton State Holds Beta Gamma Sigma Induction 

The Clayton State University School of

Business’ Beta Gamma Sigma chapter

held its annual induction ceremonies on

Friday, Mar. 21, in the Atrium of the

Harry S. Downs Center.

Beta Gamma Sigma is the international

honor society in business, management,

and administration for AACSB accredited

business schools. Beta Gamma Sigma is

an honor society, not a fraternity, and

membership indicates that the inductees

are among the top students in their class.

Only the top 10 percent of seniors and top

7 percent of juniors (based on overall

grade point average) in the Clayton State

School of Business are invited to join. 

This year’s inductees were: Mirla Duenas,

Monique Francois, Stephen Gabel,

Marcia Greer, Jamelia Hall, Lisa

Hawkins, Jonathan Howard (posthu-

mous), Michael Ivie, Julie Konieczny, Vu

Le, Kristal Leverette, John Maimo, Karl

Meszaros, Yelena Pak, Benita Perkins,

Felicia Shy, Stephanie Steele, Anna

Strange and Pamela Watkins.

In addition to the student inductees,

Clayton State University President Dr.

Thomas K. Harden was also inducted into

the Clayton State chapter, along with

Chairman of the Board of Regents of the

University System of Georgia M. Allan

Vigil and Heritage Bank President

Leonard Moreland, like Vigil, a member

of the Board of Trustees of the Clayton

State University Foundation. Also induct-

ed were faculty members Dr. George

Nakos and Dr. C.R. Narayanaswamy. 

Dean of the School of Business Dr. Jacob
Chacko speaks at the annual induction ceremo-
ny for Beta Gamma Sigma.
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COBB GALLERIA CENTRE  

Apr. 8,  11 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Come early and attend the How to Make

the Most of Your Career Fair Experience

workshop, which begins at 10:00 am.  

Admission is free, but is restricted to

current students and graduates from par-

ticipating schools (be sure to bring your

LakerCard with you). Professional busi-

ness attire is required; Bring plenty of

resumes! Over 100 employers attend-

ing! 

ON-CAMPUS 

INTERVIEWS AND RECRUITING

INTERVIEWS

Wednesday, Apr. 23rd         

9 a.m. – 3 p.m.        

Good Year Tires

See details on LakerTRAK

To schedule an interview time for posi-

tion(s):

Call the Career Services Office 678-

466-5400 

Submit resume by 04/17/08 to 

ryanwhitfield@clayton.edu 

or Tomekamayo@clayton.edu 

Re: name of company interviewing for 

NOTE:  BA, BBA, BAS, MBA Majors,

Senior/Grad or Alumni, GPA minimum

of 2.5

RECRUITING

Thursday, Apr. 10

10 a.m. – 2 p.m.  

Good Year Tires

Job and Internship Search: Clayton State

University password:  SUCCESS

(Remember to post your resume for

employers to see)

TRANSPORTATION 

SECURITY ADMINISTRATION

(TSA) BATTERIES PLUS

Transportation Security Officers – GA.

Electronic Battery Apprentice

Full Time & Part Time Entry Level

Full Time Entry Level

YANCEY BROTHERS CO. / THE

CAT RENTAL STORE

AT&T

Rental Coordinator

Retail Sales Consultant

Full Time Entry Level

Full Time & Part Time 

Entry Level

COMPANY CONFIDENTIAL

COLUMBUS POLICE DEPART-

MENT

Accounting Clerk

Police Officer                 

Full Time Entry Level

Full Time Entry Level

GOODYEAR TIRE AND RUBBER

Assistant Store Manager Trainee

Program

Full Time Entry Level

ANNOUNCEMENTS (Start early…fin-

ish ahead)

SUMMER INTERNSHIP

INFORMATION

WAL-MART DISTRIBUTION

CENTER IN LAGRANGE, GA.

(about a 70 minute drive from Morrow)

and Monroe, Ga. (about two hours north

of Morrow)

Develop your individual leadership

strengths and developmental opportuni-

ties by learning from the nation’s largest

retail employer 

Enjoy a hands-on learning environment 

Excellent pay and benefits (paid intern-

ship, temporary housing allowance pro-

vided) 

Gain a greater understanding of Wal-Mart

Logistics and Operations Management 

Qualifications

Must be college junior or senior, or a

graduate student.  Must have a cumula-

tive GPA of 3.0 or better. Majors

should be in Logistics, Operations

Management, Business or other relat-

ed area

Have a successful work record or pos-

sess a strong work ethic 

Have a career interest in distribution

or transportation, as well as the retail

environment 

Must be able to commit to a 10 week

internship; starting date is flexible

depending on your schedule 

Interested students should send their

resume to Karen Redic, Human

Resources Manager, at 

karedic@wal-mart.com for the

LaGrange position or to Steve Martin,

Human Resources Manager, at 

svmarti@wal-mart.com, for the

Monroe position.

FEDERAL CAREER INTERN

PROGRAM - Management Analyst

(Intern) Series/Grade:  GS-0343-07 

Undergraduate GPA requirements:

(3.0 cumulative or higher) 

1 year specialized experience can be

substituted for education 

U.S. Citizenship is required 

Earn $32,543 per year with promotion

potential to a GS-11

Employment benefits include health

and life insurance, Federal Retirement

program, annual and sick leave, and

Thrift Saving Plans (Federal 401K

plan) 

FAX or EMAIL your Resume and

Transcripts by Apr. 11, 2008 to 703-

614-0490 (fax) or

cp26@hqda.army.mil (email).

Please call (703) 695-5439 for more

important details.

Part-Time Jobs

http://adminservices.clayton.edu/career/Jobs/JobPostings.aspx 

Internships

http://adminservices.clayton.edu/career/LakerTRAK.htm

Full-Time Jobs

http://adminservices.clayton.edu/career/LakerTRAK.htm

JJoobbss!!  JJoobbss!!  JJoobbss!!  
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Eighth-Ranked Clayton State 
Blanks Peach Belt Rival Lander, 9-0Clayton State, as the Lakers led for the

entire contest against a team that was

27-2 prior to running into 

Gibbons’ suffocating full-court 

pressure man-to-man defense at tourney

time.

That same defense then came out and

blew Lenoir-Rhyne off the floor in over-

time. In an occurrence even rarer than a

triple overtime game, the Lakers 

shut out the Bears in the extra session,

outscoring the region’s fifth-seeded

team (the Lakers’ were the region’s

eighth and lowest seed) 14-0 to 

win going away, 83-69. Although Sloan

once again got most of the headlines,

scoring a game-high 21 points and going

into second place on Clayton State’s 

all-time points list with 1256, the bigger

story was the Laker “D” that held the

Bears to 0-9 shooting in a remarkable

overtime. As Gibbons has said more

than once in his seven seasons at

Clayton State, “our team is built around

defense.”

The Lakers, 13-14 going into the Peach

Belt championships, moved their record

to 19-14 after winning two rounds in the

NCAA Division II tournament, topping

the similar feat of the University of

Georgia’s men’s basketball team. The

Bulldogs, 13-16 in the regular season,

did manage to match the Lakers’ feat of

winning four straight conference tourna-

ment games, and ended up 17-17 

after getting beat by Xavier in the first

round of the NCAA Division I champi-

onships. 

The Lakers’ extended season finally

ended in the rematch against Augusta as

the Jaguars won 89-72 on their own

floor in the regional final. Bernard

Fields led Clayton State with 18 points

while Tracy Williams scored 14 points

and added six assists. Will Lewis and

Jerome Boyd both gave the 

Lakers strong performances off the

bench with 13 and 11 points, respective-

ly. 

As to an encore for the 2008/2009 sea-

son, Gibbons is still working on 

that script, undoubtedly one that will

rival “Gone with the Wind.” 

The Clayton State Laker women’s tennis

team made it five straight victories last

Friday with a 9-0 shutout over visiting

Lander in Peach Belt Conference action at

the Clayton County Tennis Center.

Eighth-ranked Clayton State is now 14-1

overall and 7-1 in the Peach Belt

Conference.

The Lakers swept the singles and doubles

matches, winning all six singles matches

in straight sets. Top-seeded Anna Redecsi

and sixth-seeded Veronika Jasenovcova

both won with dropping a single game.

In doubles, the top-seeded Laker team of

Redecsi and Julia Chergova and the No. 2

team of Katie White and Selma Hidass

both recorded 8-0 shutouts. 

Connecticut State to NCAA Division III

schools like the hosts and The College of

New Jersey.

“Most of our folks have not competed

since Feb. 16,” said Clayton State head

coach Mike Mead. “I’m interested to see

where everyone is at following a solid

month of training. Most of our kids have

been looking very good in practice. Now

we’ll see how the hard work will pay off.”

The Laker women head into the outdoor

season led by senior Allison Kreutzer and

junior Jon Taylor. Both competed in the

NCAA Division II national indoor meet

and will be vying for times and marks to

go to outdoor nationals in May. Kreutzer

was a Division II All-American last sea-

son in the 5,000-meter run and 10,000-

meter run at the NCAA championships.

Taylor went to indoor nationals in the

long jump.

The women’s team will also be counting

on veterans Keisha Etienne, Natasha

Gass, Terrica Hamilton, Nyisha Nelson

and Kara Stokes to help the squad vie for

the team title. At last season’s meet, the

Lakers finished third in the team scoring.

“We’re a stronger and healthier team than

we were last season,” said Mead. “If the

weather is decent, we may see several

team records broken. I look for similar

results on the men’s side, too.”

The men’s team will be much improved

over last season, led by Division II All-

Americans Eric Simmons and Rolle.

Simmons, a senior and three-time partici-

pant in the Division II outdoor champi-

onships, will be the go-to guy on the

relays this weekend for the Lakers. Rolle,

a junior will also run relays and the 400-

meter hurdles at Emory.

The Lakers will have solid coverage dur-

ing outdoor season from the 100-meter

dash all the way up to the 10,000-meter

run and most of the jump events. Clayton

State has a balance of veterans and new-

comers that include Anthony Aguilar,

Walid Berkhedle, Lawrence DeShields,

Joey Chino, Tim Moran, Sherard Polite

and Joshua Tiggs. 

“
We’re a stronger and

healthier team than we

were last season. If the

weather is decent, we may see

several team records broken. I

look for similar results on the

men’s side, too.”

-Coach Mike Mead

Championship, cont’d, from p. 1

Track and Field, cont’d, from p. 24
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Trivia Time

Beam Me 
Up, Scotty
by John Shiffert, University Relations

Actually, that’s not exactly what

Captain James Tiberius Kirk said in

the final scene of arguably the 

best “Star Trek” episode, “The City

on the Edge of Forever,” but it’s

close. 

In that scene, Kirk, Mr. Spock and

Dr. McCoy had just finished step-

ping through “The Guardian of

Forever,” also known in that episode

as “the portal,” having 

returned from Earth of the 1930s

and a close encounter with a young

Joan Collins. While Clayton State’s

Luminis portal may not take us

where no man has gone before, it

certainly does have the potential to

do many wondrous 21st Century

things.

Among the correct respondents

using e-mail to recall “The City of

the Edge of Forever” were

Katherine Ott, Scott McElroy,

Dolores Cox (only fitting, since she

is the guardian of the SWAN portal),

Dina Swearngin, Lou Brackett,

Antoinette Miller and B.D. Stillion.

McElroy, Cox, Brackett and 

Miller each get a bonus point for

added details, primarily about

Collins.

So… exactly what did Kirk say into

his communicator at the end of “The

City on the Edge of Forever,” and

why did it cause a fuss in 1967?

First correct respondent to

johnshiffert@clayton.edu gets to

explain how to play fizzbin. 

Mead is Women’s Coach of the Year

Kreutzer, Rolle Selected Indoor
Region Athletes of the Year 
by Lee Wright, Sports Information

Clayton State senior Allison Kreutzer and

junior Ahmad Rolle have been named

South Region Athletes of the Year by the

U.S. Track & Field and Cross Country

Coaches Association.  

Kreutzer was named the South Region

Women’s Indoor Track Athlete of the Year

while Rolle was named the South Region

Men’s Indoor Field Athlete of the Year. In

addition, Laker head coach Mike Mead

was named the South Region Women’s

Coach of the Year for a second time. The

USTFCCCA announced the regional hon-

orees on the eve of the 2008 NCAA

Division II Indoor Track and Field

Championships.

Kreutzer, a native of Lilburn, Ga., recent-

ly made her second straight appearance at

the NCAA Division II indoor meet. She

qualified for the national meet last month

when she ran a time of 17:27.36 to win at

the Carolina Chick-fil-A Invitational in

Chapel Hill, N.C. Kreutzer is Clayton

State’s most decorated runner earning

All-American honors twice in cross coun-

try and last outdoor season earned All-

American honors in the 5,000-meter and

10,000-meter events. She holds a total of

six individual indoor and outdoor team

records.

Rolle, a native of Nassau, Bahamas, made

his first appearance in an NCAA Division

II championship meet. Rolle qualified for

the national meet when he leaped 48-8 at

the Indiana Relays last month and bet-

tered his school record. He also holds the

team’s indoor long jump record (23-3¼)

and the team’s outdoor mark in the 400-

mter hurdles (53.87). 

In a game that was back-and-forth

throughout, Clayton State held an eight-

point lead 55-47 on a three-point basket

by Marie St. Fort with 10:41 remaining.

However, Wingate went on a 19-2 run

over the next five minutes to take a nine-

point lead.

Kate Edwards drilled two straight threes

to trim the Laker lead to two points, and

then a three-point play on a fastbreak by

Anna Atkinson gave Wingate a 56-55 lead

with 9:06 remaining. Another three-point

basket by CC Brooks and another three-

point play by Jessy Keitt stretched the

Bulldog lead to 64-57 at the 6:29 mark.

Atkinson then drained two free throws to

make the Wingate lead 66-57 with 5:52

remaining.

The closest Clayton State could cut the

lead was five points twice. A lay-up off a

steal by St. Fort cut the Bulldog advantage

to 69-64 with 4:11 remaining. After that,

Wingate finished the game on a 13-8 run

to seal the victory.

St. Fort poured in 23 points with nine

rebounds for Clayton State, while Lisa

Jackson scored 15 points on 7-for-10

shooting from the field and nine rebounds

off the bench. Shantel Ragin finished her

brilliant Laker career with 13 points and

eight rebounds, while Shanrika Hardeman

added a double-double with 13 points and

12 rebounds.

For Wingate (26-7), Edwards scored 22

points, while Stefani Shuey scored 17

points and Adtkinson recorded a double-

double with 12 points and 12 rebounds.

Both Ragin and Jackson were selected to

the All-Tournament team, and Atkinson

was the Regional Most Valuable Player. 

Basketball, cont’d, from p. 24
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Clayton State Laker Track and Field 
Opens Outdoor Schedule at Emory Asics Classic

Clayton State Women Fall 82-72 to Wingate 
In South Atlantic Regional Championship Game
by Lee Wright, Sports Information

The Clayton State University track &

field teams resumed their 2008 season this

past weekend with the outdoor portion of

their schedule at the Emory Asics Classic

in Atlanta. The meet marks the beginning

of the 11th outdoor season of track & field

at Clayton State.

The Laker program is coming off its best

indoor season, which ended two weeks

ago as each team sent two athletes to the

NCAA Division II indoor championships

and set a combined 11 team records dur-

ing the season. Highlighting the indoor

competition was Ahmad Rolle finishing

fourth in the triple jump, earning All-

American status. The Clayton State

squads faced a wide range of competition

at Emory varying from the likes of NCAA

Division I Furman and Central

One game stood in the way of the Clayton

State Laker women’s basketball team and

a possible return trip to Kearney, Neb.,

and the NCAA Division II “Elite Eight.”

However, a late rally by Wingate proved

to be the difference as Clayton State fell

82-72 in the Division II South Atlantic

Regional championship game at Francis

Marion’s Smith Center. The defeat ends

the Lakers’ season at 20-11, but it marked

the second straight season that Clayton

State advanced to at least the “Sweet 16”

of the NCAA Division II National

Tournament.

“We got beaten by a very good team that

played very poised,” said Clayton State

head coach Dennis Cox. “We had things

going our way in the second half, and then

they went on a big run. They knocked

down some threes against our zone, and I

thought we broke down somewhat defen-

sively.

“I also thought we panicked a little.

Maybe we were little emotionally spent

and our lack of depth may have finally

caught up to us.”

Sports

Basketball, cont’d, p. 23
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